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ABSTRACT

This study aims to investigate the functioning mechanisms of Abdelkhalek Al-
Rukabi’s novel Khanat Al-Shawadhi, as essential gateways for meaning-making and
framing the act of reading. The significance of the study stems from the fact that,
according to Gérard Genette, paratexts serve as an aesthetic and semantic
intermediary between the text and the reader, rather than merely decorative or formal
elements. Accordingly, this research seeks to explore how Al-Rukabi utilizes cover
elements, the title, guiding texts, internal headings, and other Para textual cues in
constructing a multi-voiced narrative discourse. This discourse challenges authority,
esistsmarginalization, and reconstructs collective memory within a socially and
historically turbulent context .

Keywords: Para texts, Khanat Al-Shawadhi, Abdelkhalek Al-Rukabi, cover,
alleltext.
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