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A Critical Perspective on the Doctrine of Abu
al-Ala al-Ma'arri

Dr. Hawra Ibrahim Jassim
College of Islamic Sciences, University of Baghdad, Iraq
Email: hawra.i@cois.uobaghdad.edu.iq

ABSTRACT
This research presents a critical perspective on the beliefs of Abu al-Ala al-Ma'arri.

Al-Ma‘arri's beliefs have preoccupied various circles with differing affiliations,
leading to attempts to uncover the truth about his faith. He was sometimes stripped of
his faith altogether, and at other times attributed to various religions and sects. This
research aims to reveal his beliefs through his practical conduct in life. It is divided
into an introduction and two sections. The introduction provides a brief overview of
Abu al-Ala al-Ma'arri and a summary of the opinions that accused him of heresy and
atheism. The first section examines Abu al-Ala al-Ma‘arri's Sufi practices, while the
second section presents critical perspectives in response to the accusations of heresy
against him. The research reveals that Abu al-Ala al-Ma‘arri's practical conduct in his
life largely aligns with the practical approach of Islamic Sufism.

Keywords: Critical perspective, Al-Ma'arri's doctrine, Al-Ma'arri's faith, Al-Ma‘arri's
Sufism.
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