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ABSTRACT

This research examines the impact of the 1848 Badasht Conference on the
transformation of the Babi movement in Iran from a religious movement with
messianic and esoteric characteristics into an ambitious political and military force.
The study begins by presenting the origins of the Babi movement under Ali
Muhammad Shirazi and his influence by the Shaykhi school, culminating in the
adoption of the title "Bab" and the accompanying divisions and challenges to the
Qajar authority.

The research highlights the Badasht Conference as a pivotal and decisive event. The
conference witnessed the presentation of bold and consequential ideas, spearheaded
by the prominent figure Qurrat al-Ayn, which included the abrogation of Islamic law
and the breaking of prevailing traditions. This led to sharp divisions between the
movement's leaders and the general public. The research also discussed the direct
repercussions of these decisions, which manifested in the Babi movement's shift
towards armed conflict and uprisings in several Iranian regions (such as Mazandaran,
Zanjan, and Neyriz). This was followed by a firm response from the Qajar authorities,
the execution of the movement's leader, Ali Muhammad Shirazi, in 1850, and the
attempted assassination of Shah Naser al-Din in 1852. The subsequent fragmentation
of the Babi movement into several sects, such as the Azali and Baha'i, led to its
suppression.

Keywords: Babi movement, Badasht Conference, Ali Muhammad Shirazi (the Bab),
Qurrat al-Ayn, Qajar dynasty.
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