ISSN online: 2791-2272 ISSN print: 2791-2264

SN s e
Era Journal for Humanities and Sociology

www.ejhas.com editor@ejhas.com

e\ﬂ‘ﬁbﬂ\@ﬁj\}gw&‘ C,gstkﬁ\kJm”k:
403 grad) Ay pal) ASlaally
allaig a1970 abad axlail) duslpes 485 g (ya A3 18 Al )3)
(22026 plad alad) ailail)

oall Gl 3 gr 2
Qaﬂ\@ﬂtw\ cé‘ga.um‘au\e c&g\”ﬂ‘ 3)\&‘1\?“5&93)
salbsheer@KSU.EDU.SA :- 358N &)

é*ﬂ\&&&*é&
Aga grd) Ay alf ASlaal) ¢ gr Gllalf daals caﬁ‘”ﬂ\ﬁj.&‘}\?ﬂé

gl Ao dia
Aga grad) Ay alf ASlaal) (3 gr Gllalf daals caﬁ‘”ﬂ\ﬁj.&‘}\?ﬂé

gl dlae G Al
400 gl Ay ad) ASlaal) 3 gr Sllal) Amala (A gy 31 3 acdd

Aga grd) Ay alf ASlaal) ¢ gr Gllalf daals caﬁ‘”ﬂ\'&jﬁg\@ﬁ

i i i RN L Tty
433 grd) A ) ASlaal) 3 g Allal) daaly <Ay ga j3ll 5 12Y) anid

uadlall

g_m.u:\j ,32026 alal eLd\ e:da_d\ €L1=.aj ?1970 el.d e;\Xz_d\ Y IR uy}uggm)ml\ d)aw‘gsj,wl\
a5l A dedina) A8 Uil 5 AN aglailly 3dag yall o sl Jalaty oy jliall 5 sl 4y s o)) ggiall
Cleadl s JlEn) i) @jedal s aaad) alail) A leiiaV) 5 AS jliall dadaiall of sally Lgi jlia s cdagadl)
Jasii Al 5 Apsspe AS1 50 ) esSall il a0 paladls ailud)l AV adledll o desSall e
Alaill Cai€ LS dpalaill J suaW) (o 338N 5 cJaanill 5 5 laY) 5 cChleddll i g o laiin¥) 5 (S sal)
e Ol s acall ) gea g s 6 oain Y LY Aali] 5 o a ) e g Uil pea Gl yie) e aall
Jia ¥ Jsaall 13a o ) Al jall cuald 5 Ol (3 gia Alen g Aelisall 5 alaie V) g 52 sal) cilillaia 3o jad
Lilae e Ll gpa Sl paind an Sl 0¥ (and aj 55 sale) i caalaill ALIS dasias of 4 sall Glal
O ydisay CpSaill day s S a0 JalSie aplaii ) paia g Caagly 4B ga g 4lllac 5 e sSall aglal)
Sagall g elal)

bl el Ui ciadarl AST 5 ¢ aY il ¢ n N e g Uaill ¢l g UL sdsalidal) cilals)

DOI: https://doi.org/10.33193/eJHAS.24.2026.274

D008



ISSN online: 2791-2272 ISSN print: 2791-2264

e s e P
Era Journal for Humanities and Sociology

www.ejhas.com editor@ejhas.com

Volume (24) - August 2026 2026 sl - (24) 22

The Evolution of Private and Nonprofit Sector Participation

in General Education in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

(A Comparative Study of the 1970 Education Policy Document and
the 2026 General Education Law)

Dr. Saud G Albeshir
Department of Educational Administration, King Saud University, KSA

Khadija Ali Al-Shehri
Department of Educational Administration, King Saud University, KSA

Rahaf Ali Hamdi
Department of Educational Administration, King Saud University, KSA

Abdulilah bin Abdullah Al-Ruwaita
Department of Educational Administration, King Saud University, KSA

Fahd bin Saad Al-Muqati
Department of Educational Administration, King Saud University, KSA

Waheed Yahya Al-Zahrani
Department of Educational Administration, King Saud University, KSA

ABSTRACT

This study aimed to analyze the evolution of private and nonprofit sector participation in
general education in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia by comparing the 1970 Education Policy
Document with the 2026 General Education Law. It employed a descriptive approach
incorporating both analytical and comparative methods. The provisions concerning private
education and community participation in the earlier policy document were analyzed and
compared with those regulating participation and investment under the new law. The findings
revealed a transition in the role of nongovernmental actors from providing supplementary
private education under government supervision to engaging in broad institutional
partnerships encompassing governance, investment, service provision, management and
operation, and the utilization of educational assets. The new law also explicitly recognizes the
nonprofit sector, permits foreign investment, expands forms of support and incentives, and
strengthens requirements related to quality, accreditation, accountability, and the protection of
students’ rights. The study concluded that this transformation does not constitute a withdrawal
of the state or the full privatization of education; rather, it represents a redistribution of certain
roles while the state retains responsibility for ensuring the provision, equity, and quality of
free public education. The study recommended developing an integrated regulatory
framework for educational partnerships and linking sector empowerment to performance and
quality indicators.

Keywords: private sector, nonprofit sector, private education, educational partnership,
General Education Law.
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